
 

Canandaigua Lake  
Water Quality Update for October 2, 2019 

From the Watershed Program Manager:  

Over the last two weeks we have seen a gradual diminishing of blooms around the lake.  However, we did have 
three reports of potential blooms yesterday with the 87-degree weather.  We also went out on Sunday 
September 22nd after the bloom conditions of the previous two days and sampled for toxins and blue green 
algae concentrations in several different locations and depths to better understand the ambient (general 
levels) of both BGA and the associated toxin.  The good news is that the toxin levels at each of the locations 
were below the 4ug/L level that would cause the DOH to close a public swimming beach.  The other good news 
was that the BGA levels were low: 1-2ug/L.  However, the concerning part was that we had detectable levels of 
toxin in the water even though the BGA levels were low.  There were dots in the water in each location that we 
sampled.  We are seeing a little more algae diversity in the water with harmless green algae and diatoms 
starting to show quantifiable levels. 

Based on this information - please continue to use your visual indicators before entering the water.  Please do 
the same for your pets.   We are finally starting to see some of the results from the DEC sponsored toxin 
testing that occurred earlier this season and it is confirming that when we have bloom level concentrations, we 
are seeing high toxin levels in those samples.   

Our public water supplies continue to show nondetectable levels of the toxin in the finished water indicating 
that they are adequately treating the water for human consumption.  Users of private water systems (those 
not on municipal water, who are using their own surface water intake or nearshore well) need to continue to 
use caution and make sure their treatment system can adequately treat for the toxin.  If you are seeing blooms 
in the water it is recommended that you do not use your private water system.  We did sample for toxins at an 
approximate 12 water depth because private water supplies intake lines are typically at that depth.  Each 
sample came back showing toxin levels in the 1-3ug/L range.  Work with your private water treatment system 
provider to make sure the system is functioning adequately.      

If you see something that looks like bloom, please send photos and a description 
to HABS@canandaigualakeassoc.org. 

Kevin Olvany 
Watershed Council Program Manager 

Lindsay McMillian 
CLWA Association Director 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2019 Shoreline HABs Monitoring Program 
Twenty-nine trained volunteers around Canandaigua Lake will be reporting current water conditions from 
August through the beginning of October. While it is not possible to document every bloom occurring on the 
lake in real time, trained observer reports help us bring you the most up to date information available.   
View the interactive map here: https://arcg.is/0S5nnu  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This week's HABs Articles of Interest.   
Check out these articles and resources if you'd like to dig a little deeper on HABs.  

Video: Understanding Cyanobacteria and Cyanotoxins 
Dogs and Harmful Algae Blooms 
Understanding harmful algal blooms and their impact on drinking water 
 
 
The Canandaigua Lake HABs Monitoring Program is a partnership effort led by the Canandaigua Lake 
Watershed Association, the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council, and the Finger Lakes Institute, in 
collaboration with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the Seneca 
Lake Pure Waters Association.  

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council 
Contact: Kevin Olvany, Watershed Program Manager 

kevin.olvany@canandaiguanewyork.gov or (585) 747-8719 
 

Canandaigua lake Watershed Association 
Contact: Lindsay McMillan, Association Director 

lindsaym@canandaigualakeassoc.org or (585) 394-5030 
 

https://arcg.is/0S5nnu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9iyKdHt5_c&feature=youtu.be
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/habspets.pdf
https://poststar.com/news/local/understanding-harmful-algal-blooms-and-their-impact-on-drinking-water/article_164ce145-f74e-5fdf-ac07-00966dd93cc6.html
mailto:kevin.olvany@canandaiguanewyork.gov
mailto:lindsaym@canandaigualakeassoc.org

