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The Watershed Council consisting of the fourteen watershed and 

water purveying municipalities, authored three grants totaling 

$695,032 in State Grant funds for numerous lake protection projects.  

The strong partnership between the municipalities, Watershed 

Council and Watershed Association was essential for each grant 

application to be successful. The projects utilize a variety of 

techniques and span a large geographic area, all with the goal to 

protect Canandaigua Lake.  These projects will be implemented over 

the next 3 or 4 years. 

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF CANANDAIGUA LAKE PHASE III 

TO THE CANANDAIGUA LAKE WATERSHED COUNCIL  

$241,600 from NYS Department of State 

Building off the success of the first two phases, this grant will 

support multiple water quality improvement projects within the 

watershed.  In the Town of Gorham, a 3.1 acre water quality/flood 

resiliency area will be constructed on Lake to Lake Road.  The water 

quality area will capture runoff to filter out nutrients and sediment 

and will help build flood resiliency in the downstream Cottage City 

area that has experienced multiple floods. The Town of Gorham will 

play an integral role in this project.  The grant funding will also 

support the Naples Creek/Parish Flats Restoration Project, which is a 

partnership between the Nature Conservancy, NYS DEC, the Village 

and Towns of Naples, the Watershed Council and the Watershed 

Association.  Grant funding will support hydrologic modeling and 

engineering designs for the broader restoration work. In addition, 

the grant will support the installation of culverts under Parish Flats 

Road, which will provide for a greater water quality treatment by 

connecting drainage ditches with wetlands and will facilitate future 

restoration work upstream.  

FINGER LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE WATER QUALITY, FLOOD 

RESILIENCY, AND HABITAT ENHANCEMENT PROJECT TO ONTARIO 

COUNTY  

$262,400 from NYS Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

The Watershed Council will partner with Ontario County and the 

Watershed Association on this water quality/ flood resiliency project 

that will convey a portion of the peak flows from Fall Brook during 

runoff events to a 17-acre area on FLCC campus. The project will 

create wetlands and enhance existing wetlands to remove pollutants 

and reduce downstream flooding issues. During high flows, water 

from Fall Brook will move slowly through the wetlands, filtering out 

pollutants before they reach the lake.  We will plant native 

vegetation to enhance the long-term habitat value.  The project will 

provide tremendous educational opportunities for FLCC students 

and the public on the benefits of wetlands and water quality 

improvements.. 

ENHANCED STORMWATER TREATMENT THROUGH STREET 

SWEEPING TO THE VILLAGE OF NAPLES 

$191,032 from NYS Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

The Village of Naples will purchase a new high-efficiency vacuum 

street sweeper, which will remove salt, sediment, heavy metals, and 

other pollutants from Village/Town of Naples roads. Street sweeping 

stops these pollutants from reaching Naples Creek and Canandaigua 

Lake during rain and snowmelt events, helping to protect water 

quality in the lake and the trout populations in Naples Creek.  

We would like to continue to thank the Association for all of the 

support for these projects.  Each grant requires local matching 

funds, and the Association has once again stepped up to assist in 

providing local matching dollars.  Without these partnerships the 

grants would not have been possible.  

A SUCESSFUL ROUND OF GRANTS IN 2017  
By Kevin Olvany, Watershed Program Manager and Kim McGarry, Technician 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council  

3.1 acre flood resiliency/

water quality improvement 

area 
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE - WINTER 2018   

By Wade Sarkis  

Failing septic systems have been identified as a threat to the water quality of 

Canandaigua Lake.  Maintaining properly functioning septic systems is an 

important step we can take to safeguard water quality in the watershed.  The 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Management Plan (2014) has outlined strategies 

to encourage municipalities to strengthen on-site wastewater system rules and 

regulations.  All local municipalities and water purveyors have endorsed the 

Plan, and they have an obligation as Lake Stewards to follow it. Recognizing the 

concerns with septic systems in the Watershed, the towns of South Bristol and 

Canandaigua have both passed on-site wastewater treatment laws with the 

intent of beginning regular inspections of near-shore properties ð not just when properties are sold. 

Hopefully, other towns are considering the same action. 

 

We have seen an increase in failing systems from both owner-occupied and rental properties on the 

Lake. Most systems around the Lake are fairly old and have not been inspected in many years. In 

fact, the Watershed Inspector, George Barden, indicates that there are 165 septic systems along the 

Lake of which he has no record at all, including for some properties available as rentals.  

 

It is understandable why property owners would consider long or short-term rentals of their 

cottages. The pressure to cover high carrying costs (like real estate taxes and a mortgage) and the 

opportunity to capitalize on the Lakeõs popularity with rental income are legitimate reasons.  Some 

cottages are used expressly as investment properties. While this type of rental can create anxiety 

among neighbors (parking, noise, etc.), our concern is solely with water quality and the potential for 

discharging nutrients and contaminants into the Lake.  With the proliferation of online rental 

services (especially short-term), the likelihood of overwhelmed systems will only increase going 

forward. 

 

A quick survey of rental websites reveals more than 150 cottages and homes are listed for rent 

around Canandaigua Lake.  More than 100 of those utilize on-site septic systems. The prospects for 

overwhelming septic systems are demonstrated with a review of the online listings.  One can easily 

find a dozen or more cottages on septic systems near the shoreline that are advertised to sleep 10 

or more people.  According to Mr. Barden, no system on the Lake was designed to accommodate 

the hydraulic loading for 10 or more people, unless it is one of the recently built homes whose 

septic design was scrutinized by his office, NYS Dept. of Health and NYS DEC.  (The NYSDOH design 

standard is based on 1.5 people per bedroom.) George points out that any residence older than 10-

15 years would be on a system designed for an average family of 5 or 6 people, and that putting 10 

or 15 people into one of these for a week could easily overwhelm the system and cause it to fail. 

The cost of repairing a failed septic system may offset income potential from a rental property, as 

well as rendering it unusable until repaired or replaced. 

 

A property owner has the right to rent their cottage barring any rules against it. With proximity to 

the Lake adding to profit potential, perhaps some additional protections for the Lake are warranted. 

For example, for rental properties on septic systems, the owner could demonstrate that the septic 

system has been recently inspected and that the system capacity is equal to the advertised sleeping 

accommodations. In addition, there could be proof of ongoing maintenance. Municipalities could 

require a certificate of inspection and limit occupancy to the system capabilities, similar to the 

municipal ordinance now in force in the Town of Geneva. 

 

It seems reasonable to request each municipality along the Lake adopt rules for regular inspections 

of all on-site waste water treatment systems.  In addition, municipalities should specifically address 

rental properties utilizing septic systems with the goal of protecting water quality in the Watershed. 

The Town of Geneva has tackled this issue in its municipal code providing an example for other 

towns to follow.  

 

The time has come for each town in our watershed to address all septic systems adjacent to 

Canandaigua Lake, along with additional oversight for the rental market. With your help, we can 

encourage them to do so. 



This article was originally printed in the Daily Messenger on 

December 2, 2017, and is used with permission of the author and 

publisher. 

Usable fresh water is one of our most important and limited 

natural resources. The United States Environmental Protection 

Agency estimates that less than 1 percent of the Earthõs water is 

available for human use. Despite the limited amount of usable 

water, human water consumption continues to increase. The 

World Water Council has estimated that during the 20th century 

the rate of growth in human water consumption was twice the rate 

of population growth. 

Locally, we are blessed with significant fresh water resources 

throughout the Finger Lakes. Canandaigua Lake provides fresh 

drinking water for roughly 70,000 people and is a major player in 

the $1.5 billion-per-year Finger Lakes tourism industry. 

Canandaigua Lake is a shared treasure under increasing strain as 

more and more people rely on it for drinking water, recreation and 

tourism dollars. The recent blue-green algae blooms are a strong 

reminder of our need to protect the lake. 

New York has a variety of state and local laws that impact the 

Finger Lakes. They begin with the fundamental principle that the 

navigable surface waters of New York state are held in the public 

trust. As a result, the public has the right to navigate Canandaigua 

Lake and use it for fishing, boating, swimming and other 

recreational purposes. Since the waters of Canandaigua Lake are 

owned by New York state, they fall within the regulatory authority 

of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 

While the right of public use may seem obvious to many, it was 

not always so. In a famous 1931 case, two descendants of Gideon 

Granger sued the city of Canandaigua claiming title to the bed of 

Canandaigua Lake. The Granger descendants claimed title under 

an 1817 deed from Oliver Phelps to Gideon Granger. In 1788, 

Oliver Phelps and his business partner, Nathaniel Gorham, 

purchased more than 2 million acres of land from Massachusetts 

in what is now western New York. That purchase included the 

entirety of Canandaigua Lake. 

The court case ultimately went all the way to New York Stateõs 

highest court, the Court of Appeals. The Court held that òtitle to 

the bed of Canandaigua lake is in the State of New York in trust 

for all the people thereof.ó The court reasoned that, as part of New 

York stateõs sovereign powers, it has òtitle to all lands under 

navigable watersó and Canandaigua Lake is ònavigableó as 

demonstrated by the lakeõs rich history of commercial steamboat 

traffic. 

While the decision in Granger v. Canandaigua, 257 N.Y. 126 (1931), 

ensured the publicõs ownership of the lake, the publicõs right to 

access the lake is limited by the property rights of private 

landowners. The Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association has 

calculated that 97 percent of the lakeõs shoreline is privately 

owned, leaving only 3 percent for public access. With only a 

handful of public boat launches and swimming areas around the 

lake, public access is very limited. 

Property owners along Canandaigua Lake enjoy additional rights 

to the lake called òriparian rightsó (in the past, òlittoral rightsó 

applied to lakes and ponds and òriparian rightsó applied to rivers 

and streams, but recent judicial decisions have abandoned the 

distinction in favor of using the term òriparian rightsó for all 

property rights along a navigable body of water). These rights 

allow them to use the water and lake bed adjacent to their 

property to gain access to the lake. Property owners donõt own the 

adjacent water or lake bed, but merely have the right to use their 

private property to gain access to the lake. The use of the adjacent 

water and lake bed must be reasonable, but generally includes the 

right to construct a practical structure to gain access to the lake, 

such as a dock. 

As water rights lawyers, we sometimes receive questions about a 

lakeshore property ownerõs right to exclude others from using the 

water immediately adjacent to their property. The property 

ownerõs right of exclusive use ends at the high mean water mark. 

Everything waterside of the high mean water mark is owned by 

the public and can be used by the public. For that reason, the 

Canandaigua Lake Uniform Docking and Mooring Law prohibits 

lakeshore property owners from building any structure waterside 

of the high mean water mark that is not related to docking and 

mooring (we will discuss the Canandaigua Lake Uniform Docking 

and Mooring Law in more detail in Part 2 of our series on water 

rights). While social etiquette would dictate that you should not 

fish in a boat on the lake adjacent to someoneõs private dock, 

technically you have the right to do so. 

We are all very fortunate to live in the Finger Lakes and have 

access to the clean water and unique recreational activities this 

region provides. It is our responsibility to ensure that we are good 

stewards of the lakes so they can enrich and bless the lives of 

generations to come. 

Terence Robinson is a Partner at Boylan Code LLP, a full-service law 

firm with more than 50 legal professionals, and can be reached by 

email at trobinson@boylancode.com. Offices are located in 

Canandaigua, Newark and Rochester. This article is not legal advice. 
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THE RULE OF LAW:  PUBLIC AND PRIVATE RIGHTS ON CANANDAIGUA 

LAKE 
By Terence Robinson  



 

Watershed Assessment Associates, LLC 

MACROPHYTE RAKE SURVEYS IN CANANDAIGUA LAKE, 2016-2017,  
WITH MAPPED SPATIAL PATTERNS FOR AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES  
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By: Dr. Bruce Gilman 

Department of Natural Resource and 

Conservation, Finger Lakes Community College  

Kim McGarry 

Technician,  Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council  

OBJECTIVES: to determine aquatic macrophyte richness, calculate relative abundances, map species phytogeography, document depth 

distribution patterns, and discover the extent of aquatic invasive species establishment. 

 

METHODS: Replicate sampling (369 total rake tosses) occurred at 55 locations representative of all shoreline habitats.  Overall 

abundance and individual species abundances were estimated using a semi-quantitative scale developed by the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP).  Water depth and GPS coordinates 

were recorded at each location. 

 

RESULTS: Twenty seven aquatic macrophytes were detected, including three invasive species: Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum 

spicatum), curly-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus) and starry stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa).  Macrophyte growth form included 

submersed, floating and emergent species, 

and the number of macrophytes detected 

here included the most common of the 

historically known 39 species based on 

herbarium records and previous field studies. 

 

Vegetation grew in depths of 0.5 to 6.8 m. 

 

Rake toss richness ranged from 1 to 11 

species with a mean of 3.5 species.  Location 

richness ranged from 1 to 13 species with a 

mean of 8.0 species summarized from 

variable replicate samples per location. 

MACROPHYTE FREQUENCY BY 

LOCATION:  

Common stonewort - 61.3% 

Southern naiad - 58.0% 

Elodea - 44.5% 

Eurasian watermilfoil - 34.2% 

Coontail - 30.5% 

Water stargrass - 26.1% 

Starry stonewort - 18.5% 

White water buttercup - 8.7% 

Curly-leaf pondweed - 7.6% 

Northern watermilfoil - 7.6% 

Small-leaf pondweed - 5.9% 

Slender naiad - 5.9% 

 

*invasive 



 

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES   
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FUTURE PLANS: Conduct annual rake toss surveys to improve 

early detection of new invaders to the lake, allowing for a rapid 

management response and possible eradication 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Ontario County Water Resources 

Council, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council, Canandaigua Lake 

Watershed Association, Finger Lakes Community College and 

volunteer citizen scientists. 
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Mercury is a global pollutant that impacts communities at the local level. The Finger Lakes Mercury Project was initiated in 
2015 by the Finger Lakes Institute in collaboration with Finger Lakes Community College, to assess the extent of mercury 
contamination in Finger Lakes aquatic food webs. Findings will be presented for Canandaigua Lake zooplankton, benthos and 
fish, stream macroinvertebrates and fish, and placed in the context of trends observed for other Finger Lakes. 

Upcoming VIEWPOINTS EVENTS  

MARCH 6, 2018  

FINGER LAKES MERCURY PROJECT: FOCUS ON CANANDAIGUA LAKE  

Presented by: 
Roxanne Razavi, SUNY ESF Department of Environmental and Forest Biology  

CLWA is pleased to offer two educational talks this spring that will feature wildlife and 

aquatic life as indicators of water quality.   

MAY 10, 2018  

PROTECTING OUR VITAL WATERSHED BIRDS  

The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places they need, 

today and tomorrow, throughout the Americas using science, advocacy, 

education, and on-the-ground conservation. Audubonõs state programs, 

nature centers, chapters, and partners have an unparalleled wingspan that 

reaches millions of people each year to inform, inspire, and unite diverse 

communities in conservation action. Since 1905, Audubonõs vision has been a 

world in which people and wildlife thrive. Chris Lajewski, Center Director of 

the Montezuma Audubon Center, will highlight the birds of conservation 

priority within the Canandaigua Lake Watershed and how you can help 

protect them. 

Presented by: 

Chris Lajewski, Center Director of the Montezuma Audubon 

Center  
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HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID PHENOLOGY PROGRAM: 

A VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  

What constitutes a dedicated volunteer?  

After joining hemlock woolly adelgid monitor Cindy Mellen Smith 

for a hike along the Canadice Lake trail on a frigid one-degree day, 

itõs safe to say that she is committed to the cause.  

Cindyõs interest in the HWA issue was spurred by her attendance 

at a CLWA sponsored workshop held in Naples, but its also deep 

rooted in her thirty years of experience as a technician with the 

New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, where she 

researched apple pests.  

As Cindy learned more about the concerns associated with HWA, 

she quickly became interested in putting her background in 

entomology to good use. A conversation with lead HWA 

researcher Mark Whitmore paired her previous work experience 

with a new volunteer monitoring opportunity through the New 

York State Hemlock Initiativeõs Phenology Program.  

Phenology monitors are helping researchers at the newly 

established Biological Control Research Lab on the Cornell campus 

collect vital field data on the life cycle of the hemlock woolly 

adelgid. Closely watching changes of HWA using magnification, 

volunteers are able to track the growth of this small insect and 

note its different stages and responses to varying climatic factors 

in the field. Information collected will help researchers develop a 

more robust predator release program, as the life cycle of the 

biocontrols (in this case, the Laricobius beetles, aka òlittle larryó) is 

in synchrony with the adelgids. Moving forward, hemlock 

conservationists will have a better sense of where and when to 

release biocontrol insects, making for the most effective program.  

Cindy monitors sites weekly at several area parks and DEC state 

lands, visiting the same trees each week to watch for key life cycle 

shifts. On this particular day in January she is searching for signs of 

HWA laying its eggs, which had been previously noted in the field 

by a researcher nearly a full month earlier than expected.  

òThis year, things just seem to be happening earlier,ó said Cindy. 

òWe are also seeing a dieback of HWA due to the extreme cold 

spell we had in January, which most people interpret as a good 

thing. But the biocontrol colonies in the lab need branches full of 

òhealthyó HWA to feed on, and the release of these biocontrol 

insects is critical to what we are trying to accomplish.ó  

Indeed, reports of up to 90% mortality of HWA after a cold snap 

would seem like a great thing  for hemlock conservation. However, 

we must consider the fact that the surviving HWA populations, 

which reproduce asexually, may pass genetic cold tolerance to 

their offspring. Itõs a daunting thought, and one that warrants 

more research to fully understand how populations recover after a 

cold weather event.  

Cindyõs efforts are fulfilling a role in the research world, and for her 

personally. She describes steep-sloped hemlock gullies and ravines 

as one of her favorite environments, and is happy to be able to do 

her part to protect them. òWith HWA as a threat to the hemlocks, 

we can see the fragility of these ecosystems. My hope is that we 

are able to fully develop this biocontrol, because it is the best long

-term plan for management at this point. If we are able to 

establish these predators in hemlock stands, we are hopeful an 

equilibrium will be reached ð thatõs 

what biocontrol is all about.ó 

To learn more about the New York 

State Hemlock Initiative Phenology 

program, visit https://

blogs.cornell.edu/

nyshemlockinitiative/. 

A photo of HWA in action, taken through the lens of Cindyõs microscope  

Carefully brushing off the snow to reveal HWA on hemlock branches at 

Canadice Lake  

A snack of HWA infested branches 

ready for Laricobius beetles in the 

NYSHI Biocontrol Lab 

Photo from the New York State 

Hemlock Initiative  
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The New York State Department of Health recently issued information for residents who are not able to connect their homes to a public 

water supply or to a drilled well for their drinking water and are using a surface water source such as a lake, river, stream or spring for their 

household water. It is important to understand the risk of illness associated with using surface water that could contain harmful blue-green 

algae and their toxins, as well as bacteria, parasites and viruses. 

CLWA recommends that you read and follow the following guidelines from the New York State Department of Health if you pull drinking 

water directly from Canandaigua Lake.  

ABOUT HARMFUL BLUE GREEN ALGAE AND HEALTH EFFECTS  

Harmful blue-green algae blooms have been occurring in surface waters throughout New York State. Contact with water with blue-green 

algae and their toxins can cause health effects. Symptoms include diarrhea, nausea or vomiting; skin, eye or throat irritation; and allergic 

reactions or breathing difficulties. Animal illnesses and deaths also have occurred when animals consumed large amounts of accumulated 

algal scum from along shorelines or when animals groomed blue-green algal scums from their fur. 

RECCOMENDATIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH PRIVATE SURFACE WATER INTAKES 

Å Never drink untreated surface water, bloom or no bloom. Untreated surface water might contain blue-green algae and their toxins. It can 

also contain other bacteria, parasites or viruses that can cause symptoms such as diarrhea, nausea and vomiting. Young children, pregnant 

women, older adults and people with health issues are at higher risk from symptoms associated with these drinking water contaminants. If 

you must wash dishes with untreated surface water, rinse with bottled water. You may also consider not using it during a bloom for 

showering, bathing or washing, especially if your water looks cloudy. 

Å Even if you have an in-home treatment system, use bottled water during a bloom. Donõt drink, prepare food, cook or make ice with 

surface water during a bloom. Boiling the water will not remove blue-green algae or their toxins. 

YOUR HOUSEHOLD WATER COULD CONTAIN BLUE GREEN ALGAE TOXINS IF:  

Å The surface water is strongly colored (blue-green, green, yellow, white, brown, purple or red) or has a paint-like appearance, or you see 

floating mats or scums on the water, especially near your surface water intake or shore well. 

Å There has been public notification of blue-green algae blooms or beach closures near your water intake. The New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation (DEC) also lists waterbodies as having a blue-green algae bloom at www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83310.html. 

Sign up for CLWA water quality notifications for the latest on harmful algal blooms and other water quality concerns.   

Å Your water looks cloudy coming out of the tap or water pressure changes. This could indicate that your water contains blue-green algae 

and their toxins as well as bacteria, parasites or viruses that can cause illness. If your water is treated, it could indicate that your system 

needs service. 

ABOUT IN-HOME TREATMENT SYSTEMS  

If you choose to explore in-home treatment systems, you are living with some risk of exposure to blue green algae and their toxins and 

other contaminants. Please work with a water treatment professional who should evaluate credible third-party certifications such as 

National Sanitation Foundation standards (NSF P477) and consider your household needs to design and size a system appropriately. Water 

treatment systems that use some combination of ozone, chlorine, carbon filtration and reverse osmosis may reduce some blue-green algae 

and their toxins. Ultraviolet light, chloramines, water softeners and boiling water may not reduce blue-green algal toxins. Your water 

treatment professional should work with you to develop a plan to evaluate and maintain your system. Systems that are not regularly 

maintained can result in failure of water treatment and loss of 

water pressure. 

 

This information is from the New York State Department of Health 

fact sheet titled òHarmful Algae Blooms: Understanding the Risks 

of Piping Surface Water into your Homeó. For more information 

email:  harmfulalgae@health.ny.gov.   

HARMFUL ALGAE BLOOMS: UNDERSTANDING THE RISKS OF PIPING 

SURFACE WATER INTO YOUR HOME  
A guide from the New York State Department of Health  

Photo of a bloom taken by Secchi Disk Volunteer Greg Talomie, 2017  

mailto:harmfulalgae@health.ny.gov


 

GOT GEESE? 
By Edith Davey, Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District Educator 
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Canada Geese are in the news.  These big birds, once scarce 

enough that great efforts were undertaken to keep populations 

viable, have adapted to human-built habitats to the degree that 

they are now often regarded as intolerable nuisances.  

Canada Geese like to live near water, grassy fields, and grain fields ð 

and enjoy lawns. They are particularly drawn to lawns as they can 

digest grass, and when they are feeding with their young, closely 

cropped lawns provide an unobstructed view of any advancing 

predators.  Turf grass is especially attractive as the fresh regrowth 

after mowing is both tender and particularly nutritious.  So the 

geese prosper where there are expansive lawns with adjacent water.  

During much of the year they associate in large flocks, and many of 

these birds may be related to one another. They mate for life with 

very low òdivorce rates,ó and mated pairs can be together for as 

long as 20 years.   

In the spring, pairs break out from flocks and begin defending 

nesting territories.  The female lays and incubates the eggs ð 

usually about 5 in a clutch ð while the male guards and defends the 

nest.  The eggs hatch in 24-28 days.  Less than 24 hours after 

hatching, goslings will be lead to water by their parents to learn 

how to swim. The goslings will be able to dive 30-40 feet 

underwater by the time they are a day old.   

Canada geese will violently attack anything that they sense as a 

threat to their goslings, including humans and dogs.  Young geese 

often remain with their parents for their entire first year.    

Instead of reliably migrating in the fall as they once did, Canada 

geese have begun to stay here all year around.  Abundant lawns, 

golf courses, parks and farm fields offer ideal habitat.  About 2.6 

million Canada geese are taken by hunters every year, but this 

doesnõt seem to decrease the population much.  

Preventing goose droppings from fouling lawns has turned into a 

surprisingly common suburban topic of conversation. Government 

agencies and homeowners have tried plenty of ways to deter 

geese, including audio repellents that play goose alarm calls or the 

calls of hawks and eagles.  

Replacing Kentucky blue grass with coarser lawn covers that geese 

donõt prefer; scaring them with fireworks, erecting scarecrows (scare

-geese?) relocating and culling, and many other approaches have 

been tried.  

What are the best remedies? Installing (or simply allowing to grow) 

a buffer of tall, natural vegetation such as cattails between the 

water body and the lawn is often the best approach.  Geese wonõt 

walk through areas where they canõt see predators coming.  

Stringing invisible fishing line leader as a fence about goose-neck-

high along the edge of the lawn and enlisting the chasing instincts 

of the family dog have also proven successful for some people. 

The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation Districtõs annual tree and 

shrub sale is underway. During the sale, customers may purchase bulk 

quantities of coniferous trees, deciduous trees, and shrubs at very reasonable 

prices. Species include: Colorado Blue Spruce, Douglas Fir, White Pine, 

Elderberry, Serviceberry, Red Osier Dogwood, Sugar Maple, Sycamore, White 

Oak, and many other varieties.   

Order forms are available on the OCSWCD website (http://ontswcd.com/

content/). Payment must be placed by March 9, 2018. Checks should be 

made payable to Ontario County SWCD. Purchases will be available for pick-

up on Friday April 20th  and Saturday April 21st at the beautifully remodeled 

dairy barn at the Ontario County Fairgrounds on County Road 10 in 

Canandaigua.  

For more information, please contact the Ontario County Soil and Water 

Conservation District office at 585.396.1450.  

Photo by Robert Pierce  



 

Page 10  |  The Lake Reporter  

A FALL IN THE WATER  

By Beth Altemus and Becca Jensen, CLWA &  Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council Educators  

As cold temperatures descend upon us and cover our land and 

water with ice and snow, it seems like a lifetime ago that we were 

tromping in streams and investigating aquatic macroinvertebrates 

with students throughout the watershed!  Indeed, it was only a few 

months ago that the education team was in the midst of a very 

busy fall, full of school visits and field trips. 

Over the last few years we have been partnering with the Finger 

Lakes Regional Stream Monitoring Network to bring more 

students out to local streams to collect water quality data, which is 

then uploaded to the FLRSMõs online database.  This fall we were 

happy to conduct three separate sampling trips with students from 

the Naples Outdoor Learning Opportunities (NOLA) program, St. 

Maryõs School and with local high school homeschool students.   

These sampling trips are exceptional learning opportunities for 

students as they not only get to see stream life, chemical reactions 

and channel dynamics in action, but they also gain an 

understanding of how streams are affected by land use.   Even 

more importantly, they learn how streams are in turn connected 

to and influence the water quality of Canandaigua Lake and beyond.  By collecting and sharing data with the greater Finger Lakes 

community, they are also engaging in citizen science and making meaningful contributions to the greater scientific community. 

For students who could not get out to the streams, 

we brought our much-loved macroinvertebrate lab to 

the classroom.  The entire sixth grade at both 

Canandaigua and Marcus Whitman learned about 

macroinvertebrates as bio-indicators of water quality 

and got to observe and identify live 

macroinvertebrates brought in from local streams.  

We also made our annual visit to the Naples Little 

Bunch preschool  with stories, songs and rhymes all 

about macroinvertebrates, and of course a bucket of 

real live squirmy òwater bugsó too! 

We begin our winter programming at the end of 

January with more classroom based watershed 

lessons for Naples Elementary and local 

homeschoolers.  Winter will, as always, transition into 

a very busy spring back out at the streams and in 

schools with more watershed exploration for students 

of all ages, from all reaches of the Canandaigua Lake 

drainage basin. 
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