
Questions? 
Contact the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association  

at 585-394-5030, e-mail info@canandaigualakeassoc.org, 
or visit www.canandaigualakeassoc.org. 

You can also learn more about identifying AIS and the 
dangers of AIS by searching “Aquatic Invasive Species”  

on your computer or smart phone.

Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive 
Species Management
Finger Lakes Institute 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges
300 Pulteney Street, Geneva, NY 14456

fingerlakesinvasives.org

Subscribe to our listserve:  
cce-flprism-l-request@cornell.edu
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook
Together we can #stoptheinvasion

This pamphlet was prepared by many partners working 
together to try to protect Canandaigua Lake for 

future generations; this includes: Canandaigua Lake 
Watershed Association, Canandaigua Lake Watershed 

Council, Finger Lakes institute, State  Department 
of Environmental Conservation, and State Parks.                                                                                                                                           

                         

PRISM
FINGER LAKES 

Not all aquatic hitchhikers are visible such as the Zebra 
Mussels shown in this picture. Some juvenile stages 

of  Aquatic 
Invasive 
Species (AIS)
are so small 
they can’t be 
seen without 
magnification. 
Many invasive 
species can 
be transported 
in mud, on 
various types 
of native 

animals and plants, and in very small amounts of water. 
When you exit a waterbody, check for anything visible 
while at the launch site and remove it, and drain your 
boat or personal watercraft and equipment. Then wash 
everything more thoroughly at a car wash or back home.

Since AIS are so difficult to 
identify and detect, treat all 
plant and animal materials, 
and fluids as though they 
are contaminated with 
invasive species. If possible, 
when washing your boat 
or personal watercraft and 
trailer, use hot (140 degrees 
F) and/or high pressure 
water. If you discover any 
rough or muddy patches on 
your hull or equipment, scrub 
them with a stiff brush. Flush your motor according to the 
owner’s manual.

If you realize you forgot to wash everything at home, use a 
local commercial wash facility before using a launch site.

AIS Are Difficult To Detect

LOCAL COMMERCIAL 
WASH FACILITIES –

Canandaigua:  
Auto Wash Inc., 2585  
Rochester Road;  
Classy Chassy Car 
Wash, 330 Eastern Blvd.

Naples: Pat’s Radiator 
and Naples Car Wash, 
8633 State Route 21

Please place 
debris off boats 
and trailers 
in Disposal 
Stations or other 
containers that 
prevent return to 
the lake.       

We need your help to 
protect Canandaigua 
Lake from the further 
spread of Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS):

These non-native plants and 
animals threaten native plants, 
animals and their habitats. 
They also adversely affect 
humans by degrading boating, 
fishing, and swimming areas; 
and reducing water quality, 
property values and tourism.

Once AIS are established, 
eradication is almost impossible.

Prevention is the most cost 
effective option for protecting 
our lakes!

HELP PROTECT 
CANANDAIGUA LAKE
FROM AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 



Watercraft Stewards  
On Site to Help: 
Many hours during the week, at the State 
Park’s Launch Site in the north and DEC 
Launch Site in the south, there will be 
Watercraft Stewards on site to inspect 
boats, personal watercraft, and trailers, 
to help protect the lake. Please work with 
these Stewards to complete inspections 
as efficiently and effectively as possible, 
both before launching your boat or personal 
watercraft and after retrieving your boat or 
personal watercraft.

CLEAN
AFTER BOATING, 
BEFORE YOU LEAVE  
THE LAUNCH:
Remove all visible plants, 
animals, fish and mud from 
your boat trailer or other 
equipment and dispose of 
in a suitable trash container, 
disposal station, or on dry land.

Don’t transport any potential hitchhiker, 
even back to your home. Remove and 
leave them at the site you visited.

WATERCRAFT CHECK POINTS

DRAIN
AFTER BOATING, 
BEFORE YOU LEAVE  
THE LAUNCH:
Drain water from bilge, live 
wells, ballast tanks and any 
other locations with water 
before leaving the launch. 

Invasive viruses, zooplankton and 
juvenile zebra mussels and Asian clams 
can be transported in even just a drop 
of water.

DRY
BEFORE YOU ARRIVE 
AT THE LAUNCH TO GO 
BOATING:
Dry your boat, trailer and all 
equipment completely. Drying 
times vary depending on the 
weather and type of material. 
At least five days of drying 
time is generally recommended 
during the summer.

If you want to use your boat sooner, 
follow additional steps to make sure it 
is decontaminated from any hitchhikers. 

Get on the water faster...arrive 
Clean, Drained, and Dry!
We need you to help protect Canandaigua Lake 
because it is the right thing to do for the lake                                                                                                            
and environment, but it  
is also New York State Law that … 

You may not:
• Transport aquatic invasive 

plants or animals
• Transport boats or personal 

watercraft without draining 
water, removing drain 
plug, and leaving all water 
draining devices open

• Launch a boat or personal 
watercraft or place a trailer in water if it has invasive 
plants or animals attached 

• Dispose of unwanted live bait in water or on ground 
near a lake or stream. Unused bait should be 
discarded in the trash or other leak-proof receptacle, 
or in an appropriate location on the ground away 
from any kind of waterbody.

These rules apply to all boats and personal watercraft 
(canoes, kayaks, jet skis, wave runners, etc.); no 
matter how big or small.   


