
CANANDAIGUA LAKE FACTS  

LAKE LENGTH  15.5 miles 
AVERAGE WIDTH  1.1 miles 
VOLUME  433 billion gallons 

MAX DEPTH  276 feet 

SHORELINE LENGTH  36 miles 

Canandaigua Lake and Harmful Algal Blooms  
Canandaigua Lake has excellent water quality and is an invaluable drinking 

water and recreational resource. In 2015, a combination of factors lead to the 

first recorded harmful algae bloom on the lake.   

Blooms Start Upstream   

Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae), are naturally present algae 

in lakes and streams in low numbers.  A combination of factors allow the algae 

to grow into Harmful Algae blooms (HABs)  and degrade our water quality. 

Phosphorus and nitrogen inputs (nutrients) from the surrounding watershed 

feed the algae. Hot, sunny and calm weather creates ideal algae growing 

conditions.  

Identifying Harmful Algae Blooms  

Use visual cues to identify harmful algae blooms. They 

can appear like pea soup, spilled paint, globs, or parallel 

streaks.  
 

What do I do if I see a Bloom?  

Stay Safe, Avoid Blooms! Avoid skin contact, ingestion, and inhalation. Do not swim, wade or fish  

in a suspected bloom area.  And be sure to keep pets out of the water! To report blooms on  

Canandaigua Lake, contact the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council at (585) 396-3630.  
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A mini-newsletter for families featuring current watershed topics and tips for protecting our local environment.  
Brought to you by the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association and the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council. 
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