
CANANDAIGUA LAKE FACTS  

LAKE LENGTH  15.5 miles 

AVERAGE WIDTH  1.1 miles 

VOLUME  433 billion gallons 

MAX DEPTH  276 feet 

SHORELINE LENGTH  36 miles 

Canandaigua Lake and Harmful Algal Blooms  
Canandaigua Lake has excellent water quality and is an invaluable drinking 

water and recreational resource. In 2015, a combination of factors lead to the 

first recorded harmful algae bloom on the lake.   

Blooms Start Upstream   

Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae), are naturally present algae 

in lakes and streams in low numbers.  A combination of factors allow the algae 

to grow into Harmful Algae blooms (HABs)  and degrade our water quality. 

Phosphorus and nitrogen inputs (nutrients) from the surrounding watershed 

feed the algae. Hot, sunny and calm weather creates ideal algae growing 

conditions.  

Identifying Harmful Algae Blooms  

Use visual cues to identify harmful algae blooms. They 

can appear like pea soup, spilled paint, globs, or parallel 

streaks.  
 

What do I do if I see a Bloom?  

Stay Safe, Avoid Blooms! Avoid skin contact, ingestion, and inhalation. Do not swim, wade or fish  

in a suspected bloom area.  And be sure to keep pets out of the water! To report blooms on  

Canandaigua Lake, contact the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council at (585) 396-3630.  

34 SUB WATERSHEDS 
  
12 MAJOR MUNICIPALITIES 
  
350 MILES OF TRIBUTARIES 

A mini-newsletter for families featuring current watershed topics and tips for protecting our local environment.  
Brought to you by the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association and the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council. 

 

Watershed Education Program  

NEWSLETTER  



What’s Wrong with this Picture? 

Can you find all seven watershed no-nos? 

SOLUTIONS 

1. No Dumping in the Storm Drain! Storm drains carry 

pollutants directly to the lake.  Put used oil or antifreeze in a 

sturdy container and take it to a local service station. 

2. Don’t water the sidewalk!  Water ONLY on the lawn, where 

the grass’ roots will soak up that precious water.  Water during 

the coolest part of the day to minimize evaporation. 

3. Be careful with those chemicals.  Chemical run off can be 

toxic to plant and animal life in the lake (a healthy lake means 

healthy drinking water)! Test your soil to find out the minimum 

fertilizer requirements, plant native species that require little or 

no fertilization or extra watering, and never fertilize when it is 

going to rain. 

4. Fix that Car! Leaks from automobiles can contribute a lot of 

pollution--sending it directly down the storm drains when it 

rains. 

5. No littering, please!  Recycle appropriate items, use reusable 

items when you can, and put that litter in the trash. 

6. Leave the Clippings on the Lawn! There’s no need to collect 

clippings.  The lawn will use them as food (so you can use 

fewer fertilizers, too) or you can compost them and use the 

compost in your flower gardens! 

7. Time to plant! The stream bank is eroding, adding harmful 

amounts of sediment to the water system which can kill life in 

the lake.  Help your community stabilize stream banks by 

planting with shrubs or grasses to hold back that soil. 

 

1. Pick up litter wherever you can. 

2. Help pick up your pet’s waste at home and on walks. 

3. Never throw anything down the storm drain—it goes straight to the lake! 

4. If you’re helping your parents wash the car, encourage them to wash on the 
lawn or on gravel, NOT on a paved surface. 

5. Save water every day by turning off the tap while brushing your teeth, taking 
shorter showers, wearing your clothes more than once and telling your 
parents if you spot a leaky faucet. 

 

Remember, keeping pollution out of our lake takes a community  
effort, and kids are part of the community, too.  Every small  
effort adds up. 

Hey Kids!  Want to Help Keep Canandaigua Lake Clean?  

Here are 5 simple actions that can make a big difference! 

Every 

small 

effort 

adds up!  

You can make a  
big difference! 
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