
Fall is a critical time for protecting water quality.  
Improperly disposing of fall yard waste into our waterways can increase nutrients like phosphorus and 
nitrogen to the lake. 

These increased nutrients entering our waterways can stimulate algae blooms and excess aquatic plant 
growth (“seaweed”). Just one pound of phosphorus can generate 500 pounds of aquatic plants - Wow!  

As watershed residents, we can help protect the water quality of Canandaigua Lake by properly managing 
the activities in our own yards.  

What can you do to protect the lake?  

Keep leaves out of the lake, streams, and storm 

drains.  Raking or blowing leaves and grass clippings 

into the lake or into storm drains feeds our waters 

with extra nutrients. Try reusing your yard waste by 

leaving grass clippings on the lawn (reducing the 

need for fertilizer), composting your leaves, or 

bagging them for pickup.  

Test before you fertilize.  Test your soil before applying fertilizers. Soil in many parts of 

the Finger Lakes already has an adequate amount of phosphorous to grow a healthy 

lawn. Contact Cornell Cooperative Extension for more information (585) 394-3977.  

Pick up pet waste.  Pet waste is full of nutrients and bacteria. When it rains, runoff 

carries the waste to the lake and ultimately to our drinking water. When walking your 

furry friends, be sure to bag dog poop and throw it in the trash!  

 

CANANDAIGUA LAKE QUICK FACTS  

LAKE LENGTH  15.5 miles 

AVERAGE WIDTH  1.1 miles 

VOLUME  433 billion gallons 

MAX DEPTH  276 feet 

34 SUB WATERSHEDS 

  

12 MAJOR MUNICIPALITIES 

  

350 MILES OF TRIBUTARIES 



Game Solution:  

Here are 5 simple actions that can make a big difference!  

1. Pick up litter wherever you can. 

2. Help pick up your pet’s waste at home and on walks. 

3. Never throw anything down the storm drain—it goes straight to the lake! 

4. If you’re helping your parents wash the car, encourage them to wash on the 

lawn or on gravel, NOT on a paved surface. 

5. Save water every day by turning off the tap while brushing your teeth, 

taking shorter showers, wearing your clothes more than once and telling 

your parents if you spot a leaky faucet. 

Hey Kids!   

Want to keep Canandaigua Lake clean?  
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