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CLWA cordially invites you to join us on Saturday, August 22nd at 9:00 am at        

FLCC Stage 14 for the Annual Meeting of the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association  

The Annual Meeting is a great place to hear updates on our most recent initiatives, and to learn more about current 

watershed topics.  Come for coffee and conversation, and stay for two great presentations which are sure to be of 

interest to all.  This yearôs topics include:  

Presented by Mark Whitmore, Forest Entomologist, De-

partment of Natural Resources, Cornell University  

The invasive forest pest Hemlock Woolly Adelgid was 

first discovered in the Canandaigua Lake watershed in 

the Fall of 2014.  Come learn more about the potential 

threat it brings to our watershed forests, and how in-

festations can impact our local water quality.  Mark will 

also discuss HWA management: what research and 

potential treatments mean for the future of HWA in the 

Finger Lakes region.   

Join us for this informative panel discussion with local 

watershed experts and conservation groups on rele-

vant watershed topics.  Each panelist will give an over-

view of their organizationôs current initiatives around 

Canandaigua Lake, and the floor will then open up for 

Q&A with attendees.  

Bring any questions you may have on lake-related   

issues!   

  

HWA and Water Quality    Watershed Matters! A Panel Discussion 

We Hope to see you! 

Saturday, August 22 

FLCC Stage 14 

Admission & light refreshments at the 
Annual Meeting are free, but a donation 

of $5 is suggested.  

To reserve a place at the meeting, call 
(585) 394-5030 or email: 

info@canandaigualakeassoc.org   

Join us for our Annual Meeting Saturday, August 22nd  

Agenda  

8:30 am  Coffee & Conversation  

9:00 am  Opening Remarks  

9:10 am Presentations  

10:10 am Year in Review & Nominations  

10:20 am Awards & Acknowledgements  

10:40 am  Open 

11:00 am Closing Remarks  



Tom Zimmerman President  

Robert McCarthy Secretary  

Carol Benner  Treasurer 

Wade Sarkis  President-Elect 

Stephen Lewandowksi  Consultant  

Edith Davey   Technical Assistant  

Lindsay McMillan Administrative Coordinator  

Watershed Education Program: Sharon Radak and  

Beth Altemus  

Board Members: Katrina Busch, Ted Carman, Jack Dailey, 

Cecelia Danahar, Marty DeVinney, Rob Gray, Nadia Harvieux, 

Chris Kansco, Jodi Kaufman, Al Kraus, Don Sheive  

Contact us at: 

CLWA, Box 323 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 

(585) 394-5030 

 

Email:  

info@canandaigualakeassoc.org   

 

Website: 

www.canandaigualakeassoc.org 

 

The Lake Reporter is published 

quarterly and distributed free to 

members and supporters. We invite 

submissions. Please send via postal 

mail or email to: 

lindsaym@canandaigualakeassoc.org   
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Lake Levels - Late June 2015  

By Stephen Lewandowski, with thanks to Will Clark  

As planned, the lake level has been rising since March from 

the winter level of 686.9 above mean sea level (msl) to the 

summer level of 688.5 msl. Though it would make all of us 

happier if this was a gradual change, this year lake level 

changes have been driven upward in bounds by major run-

off events. 

Lake level responds first to snow melt in the late spring and 

then to runoff from storms.  No flooding has been evident 

at the lakeshore, though intense storms have brought down 

large amounts of gravel and debris that have choked off the 

channels, leading to flooding and damage of public and pri-

vate properties. In addition there has been much floating 

debris in the lake. 

In the most recent storm of June 14, a band of very intense 

rainfall caused damage and flooding on the west and east 

sides (especially from the Canandaigua-South Bristol town 

line south to Woodville on the west and from mid-Gorham to mid-Middlesex on the east). Because of the stormôs 

timing in relation to agricultural tillage, many farm fields were exposed to major erosion. Losses of productive soil, 

nutrients and organic matter benefit neither the farmers nor the lake. 

All the lakeôs gates were open on June 14 when its level was 688.56, and the lake level reached 689.06 two days 

later on June 16. Luckily the storm did not affect the whole watershed, or conditions could have been much worse.  

In addition to farm fields, there was severe damage necessitating clean up in the Seneca Point, Vine Valley, South 

Lake Road, and Woodville areas. As measured by Secchi disks, the lakeôs clarity has plunged in relation to these 

events. Initially clarity is compromised by sediments floating in the water and later by the algal growth brought on 

by dissolved nutrients. For example on June 18, volunteer Steve Zumbo recorded a mid-lake reading of 2 meters 

or 6.5 feet. Previous readings around the lake had been in the 5 meter (16 feet) range. 
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History, for me, began with the memory of "record" snow fall when I was a youngster - snow 

piled so far up the side door to the house that it was up to my shoulder and I couldn't get the 

storm door open. For many years afterward, 'record snow' meant snow up to my shoulder or 

higher. Now,  that's five feet of snow! Back then, it was less than two feet.  As we get older, 

we sometimes confuse history with memories. This leads to exaggeration of the actual facts 

(history) of the episode. 

We live in an age of virtually instant communication. In this world of 'virtual reality', daily 

events are recorded as both news (history) and narratives (stories to fit a predetermined con-

text).  

In June the Canandaigua Lake Watershed experienced some significant rain events. Some 

were characterized as "historical", "record",  and "the worst in recent memory". Historical and 

record we can verify, at least to the extent that the history has been recorded and the data is 

available for comparison. The June rains are now a part of history but, they were neither historical nor record setting 

events. For those who experienced them firsthand they  may have been the worst in 'recent memory'. 

For those of us, individually or as organizations that track and maintain records of such events, the most important 

aspects are the consequences of them and the natural and manmade events that cause or exacerbate them.  

The washout experienced on South Lake Road that disgorged more than 50 cubic yards of earthen and manmade 

debris hadn't happened in the 'recent memory' of the Middlesex Highway Superintendent. But historically, the many 

landmark points around the lake  (Seneca Point, Whiskey Point, etc.) owe their very existence to long past natural 

events that disgorged tons of dirt, rocks, old logs and trees, down steep slopes and gullies into the lake.  As on 

South Lake Road, many of the culverts and drainage ways of older roads and driveways in the Watershed, especially 

in once remote areas,  were built long ago; never properly designed and maintained; never upgraded to account for 

upstream development; and with the passage of time taken over by the local municipality, but never dedicated to it, 

for maintenance. 

The most highly publicized rain and flood event in the recorded history of the lake was the flood resulting from Hurri-

cane Agnes in 1972. At our family cottage the water reached the top of our break-wall, about five feet above normal 

levels. The lake reached an elevation of 692.0 feet  almost two feet higher than the previous high water mark of 

690.16 feet in 1936.  Normal levels at the time ranged from 687 to 688 feet.* 

Over the years since Agnes, there have been many improvements to infrastructure, water level management of the 

lake, planning and zoning laws, code enforcement and agricultural best practices to improve how the watershed 

withstands significant natural events such as those in June. During the same period , especially in recent years, the 

population of the watershed has increased, the size and nature (summer versus year round) of homes along and 

overlooking the lake have changed significantly. Agriculture has become more intense and once forested land is be-

ing cleared to replace property taken out of agriculture for residential development. But as demonstrated by the 

damage suffered this year, in our watershed, the Honeoye Lake Watershed and damage suffered last year in the 

Keuka Lake Watershed, there is much more to be done. Yes, it will take money and public/private cooperation and 

collaboration to accomplish the desired and necessary improvements. 

In our watershed, we are grateful for the efforts of local officials - the Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-

trict, George Barden Watershed Inspector, the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council, Kevin Olvany, Watershed Pro-

gram Manager, local highway superintendents, maintenance crews and contractors working on property development 

and improvement projects around the lake, for their prompt and professional response to the recent heavy rain 

events. 

Thank you also to our members and interested citizens who brought local conditions to our attention as events de-

veloped and to CLWA staff Lindsay McMillan, Administrative Coordinator and Stephen Lewandowski, Consultant. 

Share the Memories, Live the Legacy, Do No Harm! 

Tom Zimmerman 

President, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association  

 

*See Lynn Paulson's article on Agnes in the Daily Messenger, September 25, 2013. 

Presidentôs Message: Summer 2015 
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CLWAôs 2015 Annual Appeal is Underway  

Join with us in expanding or efforts to preserve, protect, promote the watershed   

Current members may have seen a request for funds in 

their mailboxes in June to support our 2015 Annual Ap-

peal. 

Thanks to the generous support of our friends, last yearôs 

Annual Appeal campaign was a big success. The Appeal 

raised funds for specific projects that CLWA identified to 

protect the water quality and overall environment of 

Canandaigua Lake, beyond what typical membership 

dues cover.  In 2014, this included a habitat restoration 

project near Sucker Brook in the Old Brookside develop-

ment (see article, pg. 5), support to the Watercraft 

Steward program at two boat launches on the lake (see 

article, pg. 6),  and the creation of a special fund to as-

sist donors of land or conservation easements with legal 

and/or survey costs.   

None of these projects would have been possible without 

your support.  

Because of the success of past Annual Appeals, the 

CLWA Board hopes that you will once again join with us 

in supporting several projects that that will greatly bene-

fit the lake and watershed.  

We look forward to working with you on some of the fol-

lowing projects in 2015:  

¶ Further Investment in the 2015 Aquatic Inva-

sive Species Program: This yearôs expanded AIS 

program includes full-time placement of watercraft 

stewards at the North end and Woodville launches, 

public education, and warning signage and disposal 

boxes at 15 launch sites around Canandaigua Lake.  

¶ Water Quality Improvements to Sucker Brook: 

CLWA will support remediation efforts in partnership 

with the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council and 

other entities to create enhanced wetlands to im-

prove the water quality in the Sucker Brook water-

shed.  

¶ Support a Program to Help Control the Hemlock 

Woolly Adelgid: Hemlock trees play an important 

role in the structure of our watershed gullies, and 

their loss may result in negative water quality im-

pacts. CLWA hopes to expand our efforts to assess 

HWA coverage in our watershed forests, and contrib-

ute towards research and potential treatments.  

¶ Funding for the joint CLWA / Canandaigua Lake 

Watershed Council Natural Capital Study:  Ef-

forts will include research completion and funding for 

presentation materials. The Natural Capital Study will 

detail the ecological services provided by open land, 

forests, and wetlands in the watershed and express 

their value in monetary terms.  

¶ Support Additional Research on Lake-Specific 

Problems: Issues may include increasing lake sur-

face temperature, sources of phosphorus pollution, 

blue-green algae, microbeads, hormone disruptors in 

water, and other developing issues.  

We are asking for your support- above and beyond 

what your membership dues already help us ac-

complish. We have added the Annual Appeal to our so-

licitations of the CLWA membership because there were 

simply more projects than membership monies would 

support. Often, private donations from a large number of 

supporters impacts our ability to successfully get grant 

support by providing a ñlocal matchò.  

For more information, or to donate online via paypal, 

visit our website under the ñGet Involved - Annual Ap-

pealò header.  

A response section is also included on the back page of 

this newsletter.  

 

 

A Special Contribution  

Artist Jane Ferguson recently sold a piece of her artwork to a CLWA Board Member. She speci-

fied that a portion of the proceeds be donated to CLWA to advance our water quality programs.  

CLWA thanks Jane Ferguson Art for the consideration of our water resources  
in the sale of her paintings.  



Lagoon Park: Visit the new Kiosk!   
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An Update on Old Brookside Open Space  

By Stephen Lewandowski  

Watershed Assessment Associates, LLC 

The Watershed Association is working with the Town of 

Canandaigua (as it did with the City on Lagoon Park) to 

restore habitat to a 4.45 acre piece of open space land 

adjacent to the Old Brookside development off Buffalo 

Road. 

The project is underway, and so far the cutting of alien 

invasive species (almost entirely European buckthorn) 

has been completed.  The project area includes a 

stretch of Sucker Brook and one of its tributaries. The 

intent of the project is to create greater diversity of 

plant species that will attract more diverse wildlife and 

also afford greater protection (shade, buffer, erosion 

control) to Sucker Brookôs waters. The 4.45 acres are 

intended to demonstrate that the removal of invasive 

species will improve land for water quality, recreation 

such as trails, and wildlife habitat, creating a ñnature 

park.ò 

In the next phase of the project this fall, the contractor 

White Oak Nursery will plant 160 shrubs, plants, nuts 

and seeds, in the project area. Neighbors of the project 

and Boy Scouts will assist. White Oak Nursery will return 

in 2016 to trim off invasive regrowth and overlooked plants.    

CLWA is pleased to participate in such demonstration projects and happy to have good municipal partners in the 

City and Town of Canandaigua.  

This important project was made possible with the help our membership through 2014 Annual Appeal donations.  

The Old Brookside project began this Spring with cutting and 

piling invasive species such as European buckthorn, Poison 

ivy, Asian honeysuckle and Multiflora rose.  

é And speaking of Lagoon Park, thanks to Patrick McFadden 

of Boy Scout Troop 32 there is now an information kiosk at 

the east bridge of Lagoon Park.  Patrick built the kiosk this 

past year and installed it over Father's Day weekend.  There 

is a plexiglass covered cork board and four covered literature 

boxes that will boast information about the restoration, La-

goon Park species, and watershed concerns. 

On Saturday, August 8th  our partners at the Canandaigua 

Botanical Society will host a dedication ceremony to honor 

Patrick and his Eagle Scout project.  The dedication will begin 

at 10:00 AM with several guided tours along the Lagoon Park 

paths to follow. 

For more information on the Botanical Society visit:                                          

canandaiguabotanicalsociety.blogspot.com 
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In our last newsletter we presented an overview of the AIS Initiative the Association has taken the lead to devel-

op in concert with many partners from around Canandaigua Lake.  This is just a short up-date to let you know we 

are making a lot of progress.   

For the first time ever there are Watercraft Stewards at our two largest launch sites (State Marine Park in Canan-

daigua and DEC Launch Site in Woodville) seven days a week with extra coverage on weekends and holi-

days.  These Stewards are helping to prevent the introduction of further aquatic invasive species into the lake 

from other lakes, and the transport of invasive species already in Canandaigua Lake to other lakes. 

We also have the goal of placing signage telling watercraft owners how they can help fight the spread of invasive 

species and Disposal Stations at all 15 launch sites around the lake (from the smallest to the largest).  In May we 

organized a work day with a lot of volunteers to build sign frames and install signs into the frames, and cut out 

and prepare the wooden parts for the Disposal Stations. Subsequently, we have used volunteers to put out seven 

signs and five Disposal Stations.  Launch sites that have been included in this effort thus far are the:  State Ma-

rine Park in Canandaigua, Sutterôs Marina, Canandaigua Yacht Club, Onanda Park, DEC Launch Site in Woodville, 

and one of the small launch sites on the West River. 

We have made a lot of progress; however, a lot 

of work remains to be completed.  We will keep 

you informed as we make further progress in the 

days ahead.   

Please remember that you are a very im-

portant part of the fight against the further 

spread of aquatic invasive species in  

Canandaigua Lake...please clean, drain and 

dry your watercraft every time it is taken 

out of any lake, and help spread the word to     

everyone you know. 

Pictured: Volunteers that assisted in the May ñWork 

Dayò to construct sign frames and disposal stations 

AIS Initiative  

Lots of Progress  

Being Made  

 

By Al Kraus, CLWA Board Member  

Volunteers installing a disposal station  

on-site at Onanda Park  


